
 



Staple Guns 

Regardless of whether you call it a staple gun, tacker, or a powered stapler, it is still a fastener and that is 

all that is required for many collectors to add it to their collection. 

Staple guns are used for many different purposes and to affix a variety of materials, including 

insulation, house wrap, roofing, wiring, carpeting, upholstery, and hobby and craft materials.  

Unlike office staplers, staple guns lack an anvil, the metal plate with curved slots that office 

staplers use to bend the legs of the staple inwards or outwards and flatten them against the paper. 

Staples set with a staple gun retain their straight legs, and are held in place only by static friction 

of the legs against the compressed surrounding material, much like common nails. Indeed, some 

staple gun models can handle brads and nails as well as staples. Some staple guns also use 

divergent point staples where the legs twist as the staple drives into the surface, for increased 

holding power. 

Another difference is that most staple guns, especially the hand-powered models, have a spring-

like mechanism for storing mechanical energy and delivering it as a sharp and powerful blow. 

This mechanism is necessary because of the large force needed to drive the staples through solid 

wood or masonry, and because the staple must be completely inserted before the work piece has 

time to move. In the office stapler, by contrast, the staple can be driven directly by the user's 

muscle power, at a relatively slow speed, because the paper is firmly supported by the anvil. In 

other words, the staple gun substitutes the work pieceôs inertia for the missing anvil. 

 

In the last century, many companies have produced staple guns. Each staple gun bares its own 

distinctive style and attributes. Regardless of your preference of make and model, these hand 

held tools fit nicely into any fastener collection. 

This list is only a sample of the many companies that have produced and are still proding staple 

guns. 

AACME  
    Make: Acme Staple Company 
                Camden, New Jersey 

 

 

 

 

 



A ARROW 
    Make: Arrow Fastener Company 
            Brooklyn, NY 

 

 
AAUTOMATIC 

 

 
B BATES 

 

 
 
 

BBOSTITCH 
    Make: Boston Wire Stitcher Company 
                 East Greenwich, RI 

 
 

 CCROFOOT 
    Make: J.B. Crofoot Company 
                Chicago, IL 

  
DDUO-FAST 

 
 

HHANSEN 
 

 
HHELLER 

 

 
HHOTCHKISS 
Make: E. H. Hotchkiss Company 
             Norwalk, Conn 

 
 

 

LILIGTHNING 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



    MARKWELL 
    Make: Markwell Manufacturing Company 
                 New York, NY 

 
 

 

S  SWINGLINE 
    Make: Swingline Fastener Company 
                 New York, NY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 


